
	

	

UCL GUIDE TO BUYING A UKULELE 
1. UKULELE BUDGET   

This may sound obvious, but quite a 
few outlets sell cheap and nasty 
ukuleles that cost around £5 - £20. 
These ukuleles are usually for the 
novelty factor and are not built with 
precision or to the standards required 
to make it sound good when learning. 
They rarely stay in tune and they can 
often fall to bits after just a few goes.  

Ideally, you should rake to visit to a 
music shop and try some out, but we know that can be a bit daunting at first, 
so online shopping can be effective if you know what to look out for. We 
highly recommend that you spend at least £30 - £50 on your first ukulele to 
ensure that it is fit for purpose and will last a good long while.  

BEWARE: Once you get to grips with those 3 magic beginner chords you may 
get hooked on purchasing a variety of ukuleles and your home could end up 
like this: 

2. UKULELE SIZES 

There are 4 main sizes of ukulele 
(although other types too such as 
super-soprano and We can help you 
narrow it down by mentioning that you 
should opt for a size that suits you. For 
beginners we highly recommend 
soprano or concert sizes. There are 2 
reasons for this: 

1. Most popular tuning that we 
teach at UCL: Soprano & concert 

tuning: GCEA 
2. They are easier to transport, less expensive and look cool when playing 

J 

WARNING: Don’t just ask for a small/smallest  
Ukulele, as you could end up with something like this:  

 



	

	

3. UKULELE BRANDS:  

UCL CHOICE AWARDS 2016: MAHALO 25 11 Soprano size:   

This ukulele brand is currently sold online for just £25 and come a range of 
colours – great for young children and 
beginners of all ages. The lighter colours 
seem to have sweeter more vibrant tone 
and tend to stay in tune much longer, so be 
sure to opt for one of the lighter range 
colours (see photo above for options). Some 

other good quality brands that have been recommended by other reviewers 
and associates include: 

Ø Kala  Makala Lanikai Ohana   Snail Ukulele 

Today, you’ll find ukuleles made from dozens of wood varieties. You can find 
out more about the types of woods and parts of this great website: 
http://thehub.musiciansfriend.com/folk-instrument-buying-guides/ukuleles-
how-to-choose#parts 

4. UKULELE STRINGS: It is always a good idea to purchase some good 
quality strings as ukuleles often ship out with the cheaper variety strings – 
even though the quality of the ukulele itself is fine. It will not only sound much 
sweeter but you will notice the difference in the feel of them as you play - it 
can be a magical experience. Strings we recommend are Aquila or Worth …  

 

Aquila strings for sopranos and concert sized ukuleles are available from UCL 
HQ for just £5.00. Please beware of the cheap counterfeit copies that often 
get sold a little cheaper online and in stores. Here is a great guide from the 
authentic manufacturers of Aquila, which will help you find what to look for 
when buying authentic strings: 

http://www.aquilacorde.com/wp-content/uploads/counterfeit_aquila_strings.pdf 

 

 

Cost	aprox	£6-£8	for	
soprano	&	concert.	
Made	of	Nyglut.	

Brighter	sounding	

Cost	£13.99	sold	in	
double	length	as	
standard.	Made	of	
Flourocarbon.	



	

	

5. UKULELE CARE & MAINTENANCE:  

CARRY CASE: We recommend that you purchase a ukulele 
carry case, preferably a padded one with back straps for ease of 
transport and which will keep it protected when not in use. There 
are literally thousands of designs for carry cases so go with one 
that suits you. A decent ukulele case may start cost £12-£25 but 
trust me it is worth the investment if you want your uke to last. 

WARNING: Make sure you buy the correct size for your ukulele if purchasing 
separately. 

PLECTRUMS: As for plectrums, I do not like to use one 
myself but if you prefer to pick with a plectrum go for a 
thin plastic type, which cost around 50p - £1.00 or 
leather variety, which are a tad more expensive at 
around £3.00. The thick felt ones that are often sold for 

beginner ukists are very rigid and can be difficult to use. The more flexibility 
the better.  

NECK STRAPS: Another tip for when you 
want to play in a standing position is to buy, 
or make, a neck strap that will support the 
ukulele and hold it in position. Straps range 
from around £4 - £20. Make sure the hook 
part is suitable for the size & shape of your 
ukulele’s sound hole (the hole in the middle! 

TUNERS: A key accessory that all ukulele players need to stay 
in tune. These devices can range from around £3 - £20. I would 
recommend going for something around £6-£12 as they 
usually have more options for tuning. Sold at UCL HQ 

E.G. There’s an option to tune other instruments and even 
change the 440Hz higher or lower, whereas the cheaper 
versions just usually have the one on/off button and, in my 
opinion, are not as precision built as the former. They are not 

as durable either as you can probably see from the photos – spot the differences? 

SOCIAL MEDIA: Please connect to our social media networks to keep up to date 
with all UCL ukulele adventures, info & news: 

Ø  https://www.facebook.com/ukuleleclubliverpool/ 
Ø https://www.twitter.com/ukuleleclublive 

DISCLAIMER: This free guide was produced by the UCL Team and is of the best of our 
uki’n knowledge at the time of production. Please feel free to share with friends for the 
greater good of mankind and the ukulele revolutionaries!! J  


